
PRAYER DIARY
PLEASE PRAY FOR US

2008
4th  May    Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Salvation Army 6pm
5th    “       Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
6th    “       Walter & Ishbel at Salvation Army, Erskine 2pm
8th    “       Walter & Ishbel at Clyde Court Nursing Home, Clydebank 2.30pm
12th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
16th - 18th   Walter and Ishbel at Whitby Gospel Music Convention
20th  “       Walter at Carstairs State Hospital 7pm
26th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
2nd  June   Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
4th    “       Walter & Ishbel at Bank House Retirement Home, Lesmahagow  2pm
5th    “       Walter & Ishbel at Nethanvale Nursing Home, Auchlochan 3.30pm
8th    “       Walter & Ishbel at Woodburn Court Nursing Home, Hamilton 3pm
9th    “        Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
11th  “        Walter & Ishbel at Elim Church Paisley 12.15
13th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Kilmallie Church, Caol, Fort William 
15th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Fort William Christian Fellowship 10.30am
                 Walter & Ishbel at Faith Mission, Fort William 8pm
16th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Road to Recovery Group, Kilmallie Free Church, Caol, Fort William
20th  “       Walter 7 Ishbel at Church of Scotland Nursing Home, Portree 2pm
21st  “       Walter & Ishbel, Outreach Concert, Tigh na Sgire, Portree 7.30pm
22nd  “       Walter & Ishbel at Skye Bible Church, Dunvegan 11am 
                 Walter & Ishbel at Cuillin FM radio in afternoon 
                 Walter & Ishbel at Kyleakin Church of Scotland Fellowship  6pm
24th  “       Travel Home
25th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Salvation Army, Paisley 2pm
30th  “       Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
7th   July    Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
13th     “         Walter & Ishbel at Lower Johnshill Retirement Home, Auchlochan 7.30pm
14th   “      Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
15th   “      Walter & Ishbel at East Stewart Day Care Centre, Coatdyke 1.30
                 Walter at Carstairs State Hospital 7pm
21st   “      Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm
28th   “      Walter & Ishbel at Shotts Prison 6.30pm

July is quiet just now but this will give me a great opportunity to stockpile some radio scripts and to do some writing 
as well as studying – so it won’t be wasted time!

We have had a really positive reaction to the new CD ‘God on the Mountain’ and it has been selling well both at 
meetings and from sales through the post, which is a blessing. 

I have come that you may have life, and
that you may have it more abundantly.

John 10:10
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NEWSLETTER
Well, this has been a very interesting time for us. God has really been dealing with us in different ways and taking us 
on a journey, which isn’t always exactly enjoyable – but is certainly doing us good!
We had been on a plateau and it’s time to get climbing again. A plateau is a comfortable place to be, it’s even land 
with no difficult area’s to climb. Different situations and circumstances in our lives had caused us just to stay in a 
comfort zone. God is totally awesome and allowed us the rest we needed within that time but then He decided enough 
was enough and it was time to get the marching boots on again. Marching boots aren’t comfortable, they pinch … and 
hurt ….. and rub, but as you continue to put them on and keep going over the rough terrain, the rocky places, -
sometimes nice grassy patches - they get worn in and become moulded to you.  
This is the year of New Beginnings and we are being taken on a new journey and on this journey we’ll discover many 
things that are difficult, and just as climbers often depend on someone else to hold the rope, to give them a hand, 
we’ll no doubt be looking to each other for support but most of all clinging on to our Father God ….. but that’s the best 
place to be! A climber needs to be attached to the rock!
I wrote the following statement years ago but God has been reminding me of it a lot recently and I feel it is something 
we all need to take on board at this time, this is what I wrote ‘I believe the Lord is mustering His armies and since 
Praise is a mighty and powerful weapon, He wants to train us to use it effectively.’ 
Praise is so powerful … and we were created to Praise! It’s so sad that we have in the main lost sight of the power of 
praise. I have to confess that we have not been using it as we should either. Before, if we were in a difficult place, 
then Walter would get the guitar out and we would have a time of praise, immediately our spirits were lifted, we were 
strengthened and encouraged. The devil has robbed us of that but we are now drawing a line and saying “no more!” 
In fact, there are a lot of areas we are drawing a line and saying “no more” on. I really believe this is a time to re-
evaluate ourselves, being honest in that re-evaluation, and just realising the ground the devil has stolen from us over 
the years. Just chipping away a wee bit here and a wee bit there! In fact, we play a song on the radio called ‘Chippin’ 
Away’ and that is maybe what made me start to look at my own life. The devil is so sly he doesn’t always come and 
take the feet from you, he just takes a chip at a time hoping that you don’t notice! And many times we don’t - until we 
actually stop and take stock. A year of new beginnings, a new start, a new commitment, a new revelation, new goals 
and a renewed vision – a new ‘whatever it takes’ to move us into what God has planned for each and every one of us! 
…. If we take the opportunity!
Every year we get invited up to Colin Cuthbert’s small holding to see the wee new lambs …. Well, even new born they 
are not that wee since they are Texol sheep! -  A large solid breed. But they are still so cute. This year was just 
amazing though as there was one lamb being hand reared and I got to feed it. This little lamb came right up to me 
when offered the bottle and immediately latched on and didn’t stop till the bottle was empty! Oh if only we got stuck 
into the Word of God as hungrily as that little lamb took its milk, this nation of ours would be experiencing a move of 
God like never seen before! Once Colin got the feeding troughs filled he shouted once, and this flock of sheep came 
thundering up the field and into the feeding area. One shout from the shepherd and the sheep came running! Oh that 
every Christian in this land would respond to the first call of our Father God.  

Walter & Ishbel Stevenson,  23 Shawfield Crescent,  Law,  Lanarkshire,  Scotland.  ML8 5JH
Telephone; 01698 375449     website:www.releasedtolife.co.uk      Email : Releasedtolife@aol.com

         

MINISTRIES



This was a really good night with the Church being full to overflowing! Approximately £2000 was raised for Revival 
FM so that was excellent …. Especially as they hope to go for a digital licence which would cover the central belt of 
Scotland. This licence costs such a lot of money so please pray for the finance to come in so that Scottish Christian 
Radio can reach so many more people. 

W hitby G ospel M usic C onvention
We are really looking forward to this event and know that we’ll have a great time. Please pray that everyone 
attending the Convention has a special experience with God and that God will meet needs.

==========
Thank you to everyone who supports us in any way whether it be prayer, gifts or encouragement, 

we appreciate every one of you and value your support greatly.
==========

Walter had an amazing time singing with the Ross Brothers! I sat in that audience and saw four men who really love 
singing praise to God. Walter was just beaming. He had so many memories to relive of times that the Ross Brothers 
stayed at his parents home in Ayr and I’m sure he had thoughts of his sister Margaret too as Walter sang harmony 
when he was out with Margaret. We both very much enjoyed our day back in his old church ….. OK, technically his 
church was the Westport Hall  ….. but that’s a minor technicality!

LITTLE GEMS
TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S POWER, WE MUST FIRST ADMIT THAT WE ARE WEAK.

HOW CAN WE GIVE ONLY A LITTLE – WHEN JESUS GAVE HIS ALL?
FACING AN IMPOSSIBILTY GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY TO TRUST GOD!

THE BIBLE IS BREAD FOR DAILY USE, NOT CAKE FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS.

If you have some work to do, start this very hour;
You supply the willingness, God supplies the power. – Anon.

HOUSEHOLD DELIGHTS!
Well Walter certainly isn’t calling the household chores in front of him delights! But I’m sure at the end of it all it will 
be delightful ….. if I keep saying that maybe I’ll even start to believe it! We are attempting to get our bedroom done at 
last. It’s not just a paper and paint job because we are removing built in wardrobes – because they are falling apart. 
This means the wardrobes have to be demolished, the ceiling stripped, the old cornicing removed, the paper on the 
walls stripped and the old carpet lifted. No problem I can hear you say ….. but when you’ve to do all that in a small 
room full of furniture as well then it gets pretty stressful! We have nowhere to put the bedroom furniture, no hallway 
it can sit in, so this is going to be a fun-filled job! And that’s just the start, you’ve then to repaper the ceiling, renew 
the cornicing with metric sized pieces!, paper and paint, lay new carpet and build up new storage area….. put up new 
curtains, make bed and fall into it for a week!! Seriously, we have a two-week period that we had hoped to go on 
holiday at the end of May but couldn’t find any bargain basement holidays with suitable departure dates so we have 
this time to use for the bedroom. I just hope we can manage a break later in the year. I wasn’t too bothered about 
missing a holiday because for some strange reason I had in my head it was our silver wedding next year – but I was 
a year too early! If it had been our silver wedding we would have forgone a holiday this year and tried to get three 
weeks away to celebrate our anniversary. Now we’ve to wait yet another year for that. Ah well, more time to save up! 

When speaking in meetings I often advise people to watch what they are taking in from their environment – what they

 hear, what they read and what they speak (because you actually ‘take in’ what you speak!). Well, God often reminds 
us of things we speak doesn’t he?  I put a subtitle up for this because things around us do affect us. Over the years, 
many people have said how easy it is to pray in our home and we found that true. But over the past year it has 
become a battle to pray and I couldn’t understand this. I wondered what was wrong with me that I couldn’t pray as I 
used to ….. I used to battle IN  prayer, not battle TO  pray! 
Eventually I sought God on it (oh how long it takes us to learn to go to Him FIRST! – every time! With every thing!) 
Anyway, my Father God let me see how our new neighbours have affected us. They are loud people naturally, love 
fighting and arguing, have a massive love of the ‘f’ word because it crops up every two to three words! God let me 
see how the aggression seeped through the walls; the sound of people fighting and swearing is not conducive to 
relaxing in the presence of God. I should have counteracted their loud music with nice peaceful Christian music, their 
arguments with good praise music and not allowed myself to be affected. We have a CD player in the bedroom and 
even when the arguments, or loud music, keep you awake - or even waken you in the middle of the night, I should 
have put that CD player to good use. What we are hearing through the walls is not good for us – but we didn’t clock 
on to the damage it was doing….. other than problems encountered through lack of sleep!
Now, we have another plan of action too – a summerhouse in the garden, A place to go and spend time with God. My 
bedroom has always been the place I went to have special times with the Lord but now they get interrupted because 
in the bedroom you can hear the noise more prominently. It will only be a tiny summerhouse but it will be a place I 
can go and seek the Lord, use my new laptop, rest in Him. God has already supplied some of the money for this and 
when you get confirmation like that you know it is right. It’s also a place to pray for our neighbours because we’d love 
to see them saved and living a different life….and, to be honest, it’s hard to pray for somebody when you are verging 
on anger and frustration! I need to get out of the house to do that! Now don’t be judgemental ….. I’ll be perfect one 
day!

FAMILY NEWS
Craig is still working in administration at Glasgow University but is at present looking at options because he can’t get 
promotion in the job he is in as he is the only one doing his particular job! A job in another area of the University 
would be ideal, as he likes the uni atmosphere, but he really needs to be in a position to climb the career ladder or 
he’ll never be able to support a family. 
Since Andrew came back from Africa he has been working in a call centre doing three x thirteen hour shifts a week 
which isn’t handy transport wise. However, he is going to Motherwell College to do an HNC in Social Care and will 
have to change his job to a part-time one. 
We would appreciate prayer for both boys as they make decisions in their lives …. And obviously we want them to 
make the best decision you can ever make as well! Thank you to those of you who do pray for the boys – we really 
appreciate your love and concern for them.

CHANGES
You will see from the prayer diary that Hartwoodhill is missing from our schedule. This is due to changes in the 
Chaplaincy – part time chaplains are being done away with (Well, their jobs are being done away with!) And full time 
chaplains to cover a number of hospitals put in place. We are really sorry to have no contact at present with 
Hartwoodhill but hope that very soon we might be able to start some sort of midweek Praise meeting a couple of 
times a month just to bring everybody together. Please pray for this. It was heartbreaking on our last Sunday 
morning when one of the elderly men said “I’ll really miss you” – I’d done well up to that point but I ended up leaving 
in tears … because we really miss them. They are people with needs and we love them.


